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EDITING IMAGES IN FIREWORKS
A quick-start guide to editing images in Macromedia Fireworks.

Web: www.redatom.net 

Email: info@redatom.net

March 2005

GUIDE TO IMAGE EDITING WITH MACROMEDIA FIREWORKS

Level: Beginner

This guide is intended to take you though the process of preparing images for use on the web. It is intended for use with Macromedia Fireworks MX however the methodology will work with previous versions.
STEP 1: Start Fireworks 4

Open the Fireworks program:

Start > Programs > Macromedia > Fireworks MX

Go to step 2a if you want to scan an image.

Go to step 2b if you want to open an image from file.

STEP 2a: Scanning images

In the main menu in Fireworks click File > Scan > TWAIN Acquire
This should pop up a new window for the scanner, which will give you a preview of what’s in the scanner.

Drag a box over the area of the preview that you want to be scanned (useful if you are scanning a photograph which is small).

Click Scan
You should now be back in the main Fireworks window with your scanned image.

STEP 2b: Opening images

Click File > Open… and select the image you wish to edit.

STEP 3: Rotating images

Click on the image (it should have a blue border).

Select the scale tool from the toolbar on the left. [image: image2.png]



This will put dotted lines around the image.

Move your mouse pointer outside of the image until it turns into a circular arrow.

Click and hold the left mouse button and move the mouse to rotate the image.

STEP 4: Resizing images

Look at the top of the document window next to where it displays the filename. This will tell you at what zoom level you are working at. 

Change the zoom level by clicking View > Zoom In or View > Zoom Out
Try to work at 100% if possible.

Click on the image (it should have a blue border).
Select the scale tool from the tool bar. [image: image3.png]



This will put dotted lines around the image. 

Click and hold the left mouse button on the corner of the image and move the mouse to drag the image to the right size.

Alternatively click Modify > Transform > Numeric Transform
In the pop up box you can either scale the image by a percentage or put in a specific height or width to scale the image to.

STEP 5a: Trimming the canvas

Once you have resized your image you may need to delete the white space around the image.

Select Modify > Trim Canvas to make the canvas the same size as the image.

STEP 5b: Cropping images

Use cropping if you have rotated an image or you want to focus on certain areas of your image.

Click on the image (it should have a blue border).
Select the Marquee tool from the tool bar. [image: image4.png]



Draw a box around the part of the image you wish to crop. 

Select Edit > Crop Document
STEP 6: Exporting images

When you are happy with the image select: File > Export Preview
This will pop up a preview box where you can edit the image settings and see the effect it would have on the image when you click export.

In the Format drop down select JPEG.

Adjust the quality of the image (usually between 60 and 80). 

The lower the quality the smaller the image file size so try to get a balance between having a decent quality image at the lowest quality setting. You can see the image file size change above the image preview. For web use try to get the image file size lower than 20k, preferably around 10k. 

Click the Export button.

Name the file and click the Save button.

Keyboard shortcuts for Fireworks 4

CTRL z
Undo



CTRL + 
Zoom in

CTRL c
Copy



CTRL -
Zoom out

CTRL v
Paste

Did you find this guide useful?

Please let us know what you thought of this guide: feedback@redatom.net
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